122                           THE HINDU AT HOME
be a large concourse of friends and relatives. Probably in imitation of the Brahmanical ceremony described in the previous chapter, a place is prepared in the house on the western side near the wall, upon which a number of earthen pots duly adorned with various colours, and called in Telugu ariveni or aireni, are placed. These usually number eleven or thirteen, two of which should be very large. Brahmins do not use the ariveni; but they are always used at the marriages of Siidras and in some cases of Vaisyas and so called Kshatriyas. A skein of yellow thread is wound round the mouth or opening of the pots. In front of these various lamps are put, which must be kept alight for five days. In front of. the lamps earth, which has been fetched from the tank and in which nine kinds of grain have been mixed, is scattered about. This earth is called in Telugu panta bangaram, or golden produce, and it is brought from the tank, with much ceremony, by five women, accompanied by a band of music. A cloth is held up over them as a canopy.
In front of the house door, a pandal or temporary shed is erected, underneath which a small star-shaped mound of earth is prepared, and adorned with coloured pigments. This is called in Telugu pendli arugu, or the marriage mound, and it is kept adorned for some time until it is washed away by the rains, or in some other way disappears. By the side of this are placed four low stools, and the bride and bridegroom are brought forward and seated upon two of them, the other two being occupied by a female relative of the bride and a boy relative of the youth. All sit facing towards the east. The priest then proceeds to tie on the forehead of each of the pair the ornament called basikam, already mentioned in the previous chapter as being made of sticks and coloured thread.1 That on the youth is triangular in shape, whilst that on the maiden
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